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Of the few people of whom the
Bible specifically cells us chac chey
arc now in heaven—one was a
criminal!

It was to 2 man who had mis-
spent his lifc in sin and shame burt
who in his dying moments had
come to faich in Chrise, chat the
Savior said, “Verily I say unto
thee, Today shale thou be with
Mec in Paradise.” Luke 23:43.

There was a welcome—cven
for chis dying chief—in che
Father's House to which Christ
was going. But why?

Because this poor man recog-
nized his enormous guilc and
threw himself completely on the
mercy of the Savior. That is che
only way any man can gec to
heaven.

Acknowledgement of personal
guile, deep conrrition and repenc-
ance, and firm reliance on the
power of Jesus Christ to save
those are the characeeristics of
every true believer,

The doors of heaven which
swung open to the dying thicl are
open to all who come by the road
of repencance and faich. “Repene
and believe che Gospel !

—Pulpit Press

<

A CRIMINAL IN HEAVEN! « &~ _



b
{

———————————

W. Cosby Bell, a great teacher of ministerial

students who learned he was about to die in

middle life, remarked:

«Tell the boys that I've grown surer of God
every year of my life, and I've never been so
I'm glad to find that il
of shrinking or uncer-
tainty. . . . 've been preaching and teaching these
life, and I'm so interested to find
that all we've been believing and hoping is so.”

sure as I am right now.
haven’t the least shadow

things all my

«Our attitude to all men would be Christian if
though they were dying,
and determined our relation to them in the light
of death, both of their death and of our own. A
person who is dying calls forth a special kind of

we regarded them as

fggﬁﬁg. Our attitude to him is at once softened

and lifted on to a

higher plane. We then can

feel compassion for people whom we did not

dington.

love. But every man is dying, I too am dying and
must never forget about death.”—Nicholas Ber-
dyaev, The Destiny of Man, tr. by Natalie Dud-

Karl Heim quotes a letter from a German

sailor who wrote to his mother: “If you should

hear our cruiser has been sunk and that no one
has been saved, do not weep. The sea in which
my body sinks is also the hollow of the hand of
my Saviour, from which nothing can separate
me.”—17. H. Oldham, Life Is Commitment.

his life for his friends.” John 165501135

Thus there is one thing, and only
one, that is stronger than love for life,
and that is love itself. Here is the key to
immortality. Our God is love. (1 John
4:8,16.) Loveis a mightier force than
even death, and the love of Christ has
“abolished death, and hath brought life
and immortality to light through the
gospel.” (2 Timothy 1:10.) Romans

7 An s - ilent ilin wramac af cin ic

for him lost its sting. A believer’s faith
in Christ renders death as innocuous
as “forty winks.”

We should notice the condition men-
tioned by Jesus: “If a man keep my
saying.” The union of the soul with
Christ is accomplished by faith, but
this union is demonstrated by obedi-
ence. He says, “Why call ye me, Lord,
Lord, and do not the things which T

«av?” “Tf ve know these thines. hanov

Such harmony with heaven’s way in-
evitably results in a life which measures
with the life of God.

The disciple who leaned on the
bosom of his Lord and who penetrated
His thought more than any other has
summed up the answer sought by our
quest. “This is the record, that God
hath given to us cternal life, and this
life is in his Son. He that hath the Son
hath life: and he that hath not the Son




